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Les utopies d’Internet 
1. L’abolition de l’espace
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Problématique 
Internet abolirait la distance, mais aussi les contraintes territoriales
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Internet, une utopie ?
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A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 

by John Perry Barlow 
Davos, Switzerland, February 8, 1996

Cofondateur de l’Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) en 1990
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A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 

by John Perry Barlow 
Davos, Switzerland, February 8, 1996 

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh and steel, I 

come from Cyberspace, the new home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I ask 

you of the past to leave us alone. You are not welcome among us. You have no 

sovereignty where we gather. 

We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I address 

you with no greater authority than that with which liberty itself always 

speaks. I declare the global social space we are building to be naturally 

independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You have no moral 

right to rule us nor do you possess any methods of enforcement we have true 

reason to fear. 

Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. You 
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A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace, by John Perry Barlow 
Recording of John Perry Barlow reading his "A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace" produced by Q Department for Department of Records. Video by IDEALOGUE, 2014.



A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 
by John Perry Barlow 

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh and steel, I come from Cyberspace, the new home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us alone. You are not welcome among us. You 
have no sovereignty where we gather. 
We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I address you with no greater authority than that with which liberty itself always speaks. I declare the global social space we are building to be naturally 
independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You have no moral right to rule us nor do you possess any methods of enforcement we have true reason to fear. 
Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. You have neither solicited nor received ours. We did not invite you. You do not know us, nor do you know our world. Cyberspace does not lie within 
your borders. Do not think that you can build it, as though it were a public construction project. You cannot. It is an act of nature and it grows itself through our collective actions. 
You have not engaged in our great and gathering conversation, nor did you create the wealth of our marketplaces. You do not know our culture, our ethics, or the unwritten codes that already provide our society more 
order than could be obtained by any of your impositions. 
You claim there are problems among us that you need to solve. You use this claim as an excuse to invade our precincts. Many of these problems don't exist. Where there are real conflicts, where there are wrongs, we will 
identify them and address them by our means. We are forming our own Social Contract. This governance will arise according to the conditions of our world, not yours. Our world is different. 
Cyberspace consists of transactions, relationships, and thought itself, arrayed like a standing wave in the web of our communications. Ours is a world that is both everywhere and nowhere, but it is not where bodies live. 
We are creating a world that all may enter without privilege or prejudice accorded by race, economic power, military force, or station of birth. 
We are creating a world where anyone, anywhere may express his or her beliefs, no matter how singular, without fear of being coerced into silence or conformity. 
Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and context do not apply to us. They are all based on matter, and there is no matter here. 
Our identities have no bodies, so, unlike you, we cannot obtain order by physical coercion. We believe that from ethics, enlightened self-interest, and the commonweal, our governance will emerge. Our identities may be 
distributed across many of your jurisdictions. The only law that all our constituent cultures would generally recognize is the Golden Rule. We hope we will be able to build our particular solutions on that basis. But we 
cannot accept the solutions you are attempting to impose. 
In the United States, you have today created a law, the Telecommunications Reform Act, which repudiates your own Constitution and insults the dreams of Jefferson, Washington, Mill, Madison, DeToqueville, and 
Brandeis. These dreams must now be born anew in us. 
You are terrified of your own children, since they are natives in a world where you will always be immigrants. Because you fear them, you entrust your bureaucracies with the parental responsibilities you are too 
cowardly to confront yourselves. In our world, all the sentiments and expressions of humanity, from the debasing to the angelic, are parts of a seamless whole, the global conversation of bits. We cannot separate the air 
that chokes from the air upon which wings beat. 
In China, Germany, France, Russia, Singapore, Italy and the United States, you are trying to ward off the virus of liberty by erecting guard posts at the frontiers of Cyberspace. These may keep out the contagion for a small 
time, but they will not work in a world that will soon be blanketed in bit-bearing media. 
Your increasingly obsolete information industries would perpetuate themselves by proposing laws, in America and elsewhere, that claim to own speech itself throughout the world. These laws would declare ideas to be 
another industrial product, no more noble than pig iron. In our world, whatever the human mind may create can be reproduced and distributed infinitely at no cost. The global conveyance of thought no longer requires 
your factories to accomplish. 
These increasingly hostile and colonial measures place us in the same position as those previous lovers of freedom and self-determination who had to reject the authorities of distant, uninformed powers. We must declare 
our virtual selves immune to your sovereignty, even as we continue to consent to your rule over our bodies. We will spread ourselves across the Planet so that no one can arrest our thoughts. 
We will create a civilization of the Mind in Cyberspace. May it be more humane and fair than the world your governments have made before. 

Davos, Switzerland 
February 8, 1996
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A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 
by John Perry Barlow 

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh and steel, I come from Cyberspace, the new home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us alone. You are not welcome among us. You 
have no sovereignty where we gather. 
We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I address you with no greater authority than that with which liberty itself always speaks. I declare the global social space we are building to be naturally 
independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You have no moral right to rule us nor do you possess any methods of enforcement we have true reason to fear. 
Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. You have neither solicited nor received ours. We did not invite you. You do not know us, nor do you know our world. Cyberspace does not lie within 
your borders. Do not think that you can build it, as though it were a public construction project. You cannot. It is an act of nature and it grows itself through our collective actions. 
You have not engaged in our great and gathering conversation, nor did you create the wealth of our marketplaces. You do not know our culture, our ethics, or the unwritten codes that already provide our society more 
order than could be obtained by any of your impositions. 
You claim there are problems among us that you need to solve. You use this claim as an excuse to invade our precincts. Many of these problems don't exist. Where there are real conflicts, where there are wrongs, we will 
identify them and address them by our means. We are forming our own Social Contract. This governance will arise according to the conditions of our world, not yours. Our world is different. 
Cyberspace consists of transactions, relationships, and thought itself, arrayed like a standing wave in the web of our communications. Ours is a world that is both everywhere and nowhere, but it is not where bodies live. 
We are creating a world that all may enter without privilege or prejudice accorded by race, economic power, military force, or station of birth. 
We are creating a world where anyone, anywhere may express his or her beliefs, no matter how singular, without fear of being coerced into silence or conformity. 
Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and context do not apply to us. They are all based on matter, and there is no matter here. 
Our identities have no bodies, so, unlike you, we cannot obtain order by physical coercion. We believe that from ethics, enlightened self-interest, and the commonweal, our governance will emerge. Our identities may be 
distributed across many of your jurisdictions. The only law that all our constituent cultures would generally recognize is the Golden Rule. We hope we will be able to build our particular solutions on that basis. But we 
cannot accept the solutions you are attempting to impose. 
In the United States, you have today created a law, the Telecommunications Reform Act, which repudiates your own Constitution and insults the dreams of Jefferson, Washington, Mill, Madison, De Toqueville, and 
Brandeis. These dreams must now be born anew in us. 
You are terrified of your own children, since they are natives in a world where you will always be immigrants. Because you fear them, you entrust your bureaucracies with the parental responsibilities you are too 
cowardly to confront yourselves. In our world, all the sentiments and expressions of humanity, from the debasing to the angelic, are parts of a seamless whole, the global conversation of bits. We cannot separate the air 
that chokes from the air upon which wings beat. 
In China, Germany, France, Russia, Singapore, Italy and the United States, you are trying to ward off the virus of liberty by erecting guard posts at the frontiers of Cyberspace. These may keep out the contagion for a small 
time, but they will not work in a world that will soon be blanketed in bit-bearing media. 
Your increasingly obsolete information industries would perpetuate themselves by proposing laws, in America and elsewhere, that claim to own speech itself throughout the world. These laws would declare ideas to be 
another industrial product, no more noble than pig iron. In our world, whatever the human mind may create can be reproduced and distributed infinitely at no cost. The global conveyance of thought no longer requires 
your factories to accomplish. 
These increasingly hostile and colonial measures place us in the same position as those previous lovers of freedom and self-determination who had to reject the authorities of distant, uninformed powers. We must declare 
our virtual selves immune to your sovereignty, even as we continue to consent to your rule over our bodies. We will spread ourselves across the Planet so that no one can arrest our thoughts. 
We will create a civilization of the Mind in Cyberspace. May it be more humane and fair than the world your governments have made before. 

Davos, Switzerland 
February 8, 1996
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A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 
by John Perry Barlow 

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh and steel, I come from Cyberspace, the new 
home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us alone. You are not welcome among 
us. You have no sovereignty where we gather. 
We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I address you with no greater authority 
than that with which liberty itself always speaks. I declare the global social space we are building to be 
naturally independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You have no moral right to rule us nor do 
you possess any methods of enforcement we have true reason to fear. 
Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. You have neither solicited nor 
received ours. We did not invite you. You do not know us, nor do you know our world. Cyberspace does not 
lie within your borders. Do not think that you can build it, as though it were a public construction project. 
You cannot. It is an act of nature and it grows itself through our collective actions. 
You have not engaged in our great and gathering conversation, nor did you create the wealth of our 
marketplaces. You do not know our culture, our ethics, or the unwritten codes that already provide our 
society more order than could be obtained by any of your impositions. 
You claim there are problems among us that you need to solve. You use this claim as an excuse to invade 
our precincts. Many of these problems don't exist. Where there are real conflicts, where there are wrongs, 
we will identify them and address them by our means. We are forming our own Social Contract. This 
governance will arise according to the conditions of our world, not yours. Our world is different. 
Cyberspace consists of transactions, relationships, and thought itself, arrayed like a standing wave in the 
web of our communications. Ours is a world that is both everywhere and nowhere, but it is not where 
bodies live. 
We are creating a world that all may enter without privilege or prejudice accorded by race, economic 
power, military force, or station of birth. 
We are creating a world where anyone, anywhere may express his or her beliefs, no matter how singular, 
without fear of being coerced into silence or conformity. 
Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and context do not apply to us. They are 
all based on matter, and there is no matter here. 
Our identities have no bodies, so, unlike you, we cannot obtain order by physical coercion. We believe that 
from ethics, enlightened self-interest, and the commonweal, our governance will emerge. Our identities 
may be distributed across many of your jurisdictions. The only law that all our constituent cultures would 
generally recognize is the Golden Rule. We hope we will be able to build our particular solutions on that 
basis. But we cannot accept the solutions you are attempting to impose. 
In the United States, you have today created a law, the Telecommunications Reform Act, which repudiates 
your own Constitution and insults the dreams of Jefferson, Washington, Mill, Madison, De Toqueville, and 
Brandeis. These dreams must now be born anew in us. 
You are terrified of your own children, since they are natives in a world where you will always be 
immigrants. Because you fear them, you entrust your bureaucracies with the parental responsibilities you 
are too cowardly to confront yourselves. In our world, all the sentiments and expressions of humanity, 
from the debasing to the angelic, are parts of a seamless whole, the global conversation of bits. We cannot 
separate the air that chokes from the air upon which wings beat. 
In China, Germany, France, Russia, Singapore, Italy and the United States, you are trying to ward off the 
virus of liberty by erecting guard posts at the frontiers of Cyberspace. These may keep out the contagion for 
a small time, but they will not work in a world that will soon be blanketed in bit-bearing media. 
Your increasingly obsolete information industries would perpetuate themselves by proposing laws, in 
America and elsewhere, that claim to own speech itself throughout the world. These laws would declare 
ideas to be another industrial product, no more noble than pig iron. In our world, whatever the human 
mind may create can be reproduced and distributed infinitely at no cost. The global conveyance of thought 
no longer requires your factories to accomplish. 
These increasingly hostile and colonial measures place us in the same position as those previous lovers of 
freedom and self-determination who had to reject the authorities of distant, uninformed powers. We must 
declare our virtual selves immune to your sovereignty, even as we continue to consent to your rule over 
our bodies. We will spread ourselves across the Planet so that no one can arrest our thoughts. 
We will create a civilization of the Mind in Cyberspace. May it be more humane and fair than the world 
your governments have made before. 

Davos, Switzerland 
February 8, 1996 
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A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 
by John Perry Barlow 

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh and steel,  I come from Cyberspace, the new 
home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us alone. You are not welcome among 
us. You have no sovereignty where we gather. 
We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I address you with no greater authority 
than that with which liberty itself always speaks. I declare the global social space we are building to be 
naturally independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You have no moral right to rule us nor do 
you possess any methods of enforcement we have true reason to fear. 
Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. You have neither solicited nor 
received ours. We did not invite you. You do not know us, nor do you know our world. Cyberspace does not 
lie within your borders. Do not think that you can build it, as though it were a public construction project. 
You cannot. It is an act of nature and it grows itself through our collective actions. 
You have not engaged in our great and gathering conversation, nor did you create the wealth of our 
marketplaces. You do not know our culture, our ethics, or the unwritten codes that already provide our 
society more order than could be obtained by any of your impositions. 
You claim there are problems among us that you need to solve. You use this claim as an excuse to invade 
our precincts. Many of these problems don't exist. Where there are real conflicts, where there are wrongs, 
we will identify them and address them by our means. We are forming our own Social Contract. This 
governance will arise according to the conditions of our world, not yours. Our world is different. 
Cyberspace consists of transactions, relationships, and thought itself, arrayed like a standing wave in the 
web of our communications. Ours is a world that is both everywhere and nowhere, but it is not where 
bodies live. 
We are creating a world that all may enter without privilege or prejudice accorded by race, economic 
power, military force, or station of birth. 
We are creating a world where anyone, anywhere may express his or her beliefs, no matter how singular, 
without fear of being coerced into silence or conformity. 
Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and context do not apply to us. They are 
all based on matter, and there is no matter here. 
Our identities have no bodies, so, unlike you, we cannot obtain order by physical coercion. We believe that 
from ethics, enlightened self-interest, and the commonweal, our governance will emerge. Our identities 
may be distributed across many of your jurisdictions. The only law that all our constituent cultures would 
generally recognize is the Golden Rule. We hope we will be able to build our particular solutions on that 
basis. But we cannot accept the solutions you are attempting to impose. 
In the United States, you have today created a law, the Telecommunications Reform Act, which repudiates 
your own Constitution and insults the dreams of Jefferson, Washington, Mill, Madison, DeToqueville, and 
Brandeis. These dreams must now be born anew in us. 
You are terrified of your own children, since they are natives in a world where you will always be 
immigrants. Because you fear them, you entrust your bureaucracies with the parental responsibilities you 
are too cowardly to confront yourselves. In our world, all the sentiments and expressions of humanity, 
from the debasing to the angelic, are parts of a seamless whole, the global conversation of bits. We cannot 
separate the air that chokes from the air upon which wings beat. 
In China, Germany, France, Russia, Singapore, Italy and the United States, you are trying to ward off the 
virus of liberty by erecting guard posts at the frontiers of Cyberspace. These may keep out the contagion for 
a small time, but they will not work in a world that will soon be blanketed in bit-bearing media. 
Your increasingly obsolete information industries would perpetuate themselves by proposing laws, in 
America and elsewhere, that claim to own speech itself throughout the world. These laws would declare 
ideas to be another industrial product, no more noble than pig iron. In our world, whatever the human 
mind may create can be reproduced and distributed infinitely at no cost. The global conveyance of thought 
no longer requires your factories to accomplish. 
These increasingly hostile and colonial measures place us in the same position as those previous lovers of 
freedom and self-determination who had to reject the authorities of distant, uninformed powers. We must 
declare our virtual selves immune to your sovereignty, even as we continue to consent to your rule over our 
bodies. We will spread ourselves across the Planet so that no one can arrest our thoughts. 
We will create a civilization of the Mind in Cyberspace. May it be more humane and fair than the world 
your governments have made before. 

Davos, Switzerland 
February 8, 1996 

A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 
by John Perry Barlow 

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh and steel, I come from Cyberspace, the new 
home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us alone. You are not welcome among 
us. You have no sovereignty where we gather. 
We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I address you with no greater authority 
than that with which liberty itself always speaks. I declare the global social space we are building to be 
naturally independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You have no moral right to rule us nor do 
you possess any methods of enforcement we have true reason to fear. 
Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. You have neither solicited nor 
received ours. We did not invite you. You do not know us, nor do you know our world. Cyberspace does not 
lie within your borders. Do not think that you can build it, as though it were a public construction project. 
You cannot. It is an act of nature and it grows itself through our collective actions. 
You have not engaged in our great and gathering conversation, nor did you create the wealth of our 
marketplaces. You do not know our culture, our ethics, or the unwritten codes that already provide our 
society more order than could be obtained by any of your impositions. 
You claim there are problems among us that you need to solve. You use this claim as an excuse to invade 
our precincts. Many of these problems don't exist. Where there are real conflicts, where there are wrongs, 
we will identify them and address them by our means. We are forming our own Social Contract. This 
governance will arise according to the conditions of our world, not yours. Our world is different. 
Cyberspace consists of transactions, relationships, and thought itself, arrayed like a standing wave in the 
web of our communications. Ours is a world that is both everywhere and nowhere, but it is not where 
bodies live. 
We are creating a world that all may enter without privilege or prejudice accorded by race, economic 
power, military force, or station of birth. 
We are creating a world where anyone, anywhere may express his or her beliefs, no matter how singular, 
without fear of being coerced into silence or conformity. 
Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and context do not apply to us. They are 
all based on matter, and there is no matter here. 
Our identities have no bodies, so, unlike you, we cannot obtain order by physical coercion. We believe that 
from ethics, enlightened self-interest, and the commonweal, our governance will emerge. Our identities 
may be distributed across many of your jurisdictions. The only law that all our constituent cultures would 
generally recognize is the Golden Rule. We hope we will be able to build our particular solutions on that 
basis. But we cannot accept the solutions you are attempting to impose. 
In the United States, you have today created a law, the Telecommunications Reform Act, which repudiates 
your own Constitution and insults the dreams of Jefferson, Washington, Mill, Madison, DeToqueville, and 
Brandeis. These dreams must now be born anew in us. 
You are terrified of your own children, since they are natives in a world where you will always be 
immigrants. Because you fear them, you entrust your bureaucracies with the parental responsibilities you 
are too cowardly to confront yourselves. In our world, all the sentiments and expressions of humanity, 
from the debasing to the angelic, are parts of a seamless whole, the global conversation of bits. We cannot 
separate the air that chokes from the air upon which wings beat. 
In China, Germany, France, Russia, Singapore, Italy and the United States, you are trying to ward off the 
virus of liberty by erecting guard posts at the frontiers of Cyberspace. These may keep out the contagion for 
a small time, but they will not work in a world that will soon be blanketed in bit-bearing media. 
Your increasingly obsolete information industries would perpetuate themselves by proposing laws, in 
America and elsewhere, that claim to own speech itself throughout the world. These laws would declare 
ideas to be another industrial product, no more noble than pig iron. In our world, whatever the human 
mind may create can be reproduced and distributed infinitely at no cost. The global conveyance of thought 
no longer requires your factories to accomplish. 
These increasingly hostile and colonial measures place us in the same position as those previous lovers of 
freedom and self-determination who had to reject the authorities of distant, uninformed powers. We must 
declare our virtual selves immune to your sovereignty, even as we continue to consent to your rule over 
our bodies. We will spread ourselves across the Planet so that no one can arrest our thoughts. 
We will create a civilization of the Mind in Cyberspace. May it be more humane and fair than the world 
your governments have made before. 

Davos, Switzerland 
February 8, 1996 
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A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 
by John Perry Barlow 

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh and steel, I come from Cyberspace, the new home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us 
alone. You are not welcome among us. You have no sovereignty where we gather. 
We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I address you with no greater authority than that with which liberty itself always speaks. I declare the global 
social space we are building to be naturally independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You have no moral right to rule us nor do you possess any methods of 
enforcement we have true reason to fear. 
Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. You have neither solicited nor received ours. We did not invite you. You do not know us, nor do you know 
our world. Cyberspace does not lie within your borders. Do not think that you can build it, as though it were a public construction project. You cannot. It is an act of nature and it 
grows itself through our collective actions. 
You have not engaged in our great and gathering conversation, nor did you create the wealth of our marketplaces. You do not know our culture, our ethics, or the unwritten codes 
that already provide our society more order than could be obtained by any of your impositions. 
You claim there are problems among us that you need to solve. You use this claim as an excuse to invade our precincts. Many of these problems don't exist. Where there are real 
conflicts, where there are wrongs, we will identify them and address them by our means. We are forming our own Social Contract. This governance will arise according to the 
conditions of our world, not yours. Our world is different. 
Cyberspace consists of transactions, relationships, and thought itself, arrayed like a standing wave in the web of our communications. Ours is a world that is both everywhere and 
nowhere, but it is not where bodies live. 
We are creating a world that all may enter without privilege or prejudice accorded by race, economic power, military force, or station of birth. 
We are creating a world where anyone, anywhere may express his or her beliefs, no matter how singular, without fear of being coerced into silence or conformity. 
Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and context do not apply to us. They are all based on matter, and there is no matter here. 
Our identities have no bodies, so, unlike you, we cannot obtain order by physical coercion. We believe that from ethics, enlightened self-interest, and the commonweal, our 
governance will emerge. Our identities may be distributed across many of your jurisdictions. The only law that all our constituent cultures would generally recognize is the 
Golden Rule. We hope we will be able to build our particular solutions on that basis. But we cannot accept the solutions you are attempting to impose. 
In the United States, you have today created a law, the Telecommunications Reform Act, which repudiates your own Constitution and insults the dreams of Jefferson, Washington, 
Mill, Madison, DeToqueville, and Brandeis. These dreams must now be born anew in us. 
You are terrified of your own children, since they are natives in a world where you will always be immigrants. Because you fear them, you entrust your bureaucracies with the 
parental responsibilities you are too cowardly to confront yourselves. In our world, all the sentiments and expressions of humanity, from the debasing to the angelic, are parts of a 
seamless whole, the global conversation of bits. We cannot separate the air that chokes from the air upon which wings beat. 
In China, Germany, France, Russia, Singapore, Italy and the United States, you are trying to ward off the virus of liberty by erecting guard posts at the frontiers of Cyberspace. 
These may keep out the contagion for a small time, but they will not work in a world that will soon be blanketed in bit-bearing media. 
Your increasingly obsolete information industries would perpetuate themselves by proposing laws, in America and elsewhere, that claim to own speech itself throughout the 
world. These laws would declare ideas to be another industrial product, no more noble than pig iron. In our world, whatever the human mind may create can be reproduced and 
distributed infinitely at no cost. The global conveyance of thought no longer requires your factories to accomplish. 
These increasingly hostile and colonial measures place us in the same position as those previous lovers of freedom and self-determination who had to reject the authorities of 
distant, uninformed powers. We must declare our virtual selves immune to your sovereignty, even as we continue to consent to your rule over our bodies. We will spread 
ourselves across the Planet so that no one can arrest our thoughts. 
We will create a civilization of the Mind in Cyberspace. May it be more humane and fair than the world your governments have made before. 

Davos, Switzerland 
February 8, 1996 

Governments of the Industrial World,

you weary giants of flesh and steel,

I come from Cyberspace,

the new home of Mind.

On behalf of the future,

I ask you of the past to leave us alone.

You are not welcome among us.

You have no sovereignty where we gather.

Cyberspace does not lie within your borders.

We are creating a world where anyone, anywhere may express his or her 
beliefs, no matter how singular, without fear of being coerced into silence or 
conformity.
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A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace 
by John Perry Barlow 

Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh and steel, I come from Cyberspace, the new home of Mind. On behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us 
alone. You are not welcome among us. You have no sovereignty where we gather. 
We have no elected government, nor are we likely to have one, so I address you with no greater authority than that with which liberty itself always speaks. I declare the global 
social space we are building to be naturally independent of the tyrannies you seek to impose on us. You have no moral right to rule us nor do you possess any methods of 
enforcement we have true reason to fear. 
Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. You have neither solicited nor received ours. We did not invite you. You do not know us, nor do you know 
our world. Cyberspace does not lie within your borders. Do not think that you can build it, as though it were a public construction project. You cannot. It is an act of nature and it 
grows itself through our collective actions. 
You have not engaged in our great and gathering conversation, nor did you create the wealth of our marketplaces. You do not know our culture, our ethics, or the unwritten codes 
that already provide our society more order than could be obtained by any of your impositions. 
You claim there are problems among us that you need to solve. You use this claim as an excuse to invade our precincts. Many of these problems don't exist. Where there are real 
conflicts, where there are wrongs, we will identify them and address them by our means. We are forming our own Social Contract. This governance will arise according to the 
conditions of our world, not yours. Our world is different. 
Cyberspace consists of transactions, relationships, and thought itself, arrayed like a standing wave in the web of our communications. Ours is a world that is both everywhere and 
nowhere, but it is not where bodies live. 
We are creating a world that all may enter without privilege or prejudice accorded by race, economic power, military force, or station of birth. 
We are creating a world where anyone, anywhere may express his or her beliefs, no matter how singular, without fear of being coerced into silence or conformity. 
Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and context do not apply to us. They are all based on matter, and there is no matter here. 
Our identities have no bodies, so, unlike you, we cannot obtain order by physical coercion. We believe that from ethics, enlightened self-interest, and the commonweal, our 
governance will emerge. Our identities may be distributed across many of your jurisdictions. The only law that all our constituent cultures would generally recognize is the 
Golden Rule. We hope we will be able to build our particular solutions on that basis. But we cannot accept the solutions you are attempting to impose. 
In the United States, you have today created a law, the Telecommunications Reform Act, which repudiates your own Constitution and insults the dreams of Jefferson, Washington, 
Mill, Madison, DeToqueville, and Brandeis. These dreams must now be born anew in us. 
You are terrified of your own children, since they are natives in a world where you will always be immigrants. Because you fear them, you entrust your bureaucracies with the 
parental responsibilities you are too cowardly to confront yourselves. In our world, all the sentiments and expressions of humanity, from the debasing to the angelic, are parts of a 
seamless whole, the global conversation of bits. We cannot separate the air that chokes from the air upon which wings beat. 
In China, Germany, France, Russia, Singapore, Italy and the United States, you are trying to ward off the virus of liberty by erecting guard posts at the frontiers of Cyberspace. 
These may keep out the contagion for a small time, but they will not work in a world that will soon be blanketed in bit-bearing media. 
Your increasingly obsolete information industries would perpetuate themselves by proposing laws, in America and elsewhere, that claim to own speech itself throughout the 
world. These laws would declare ideas to be another industrial product, no more noble than pig iron. In our world, whatever the human mind may create can be reproduced and 
distributed infinitely at no cost. The global conveyance of thought no longer requires your factories to accomplish. 
These increasingly hostile and colonial measures place us in the same position as those previous lovers of freedom and self-determination who had to reject the authorities of 
distant, uninformed powers. We must declare our virtual selves immune to your sovereignty, even as we continue to consent to your rule over our bodies. We will spread 
ourselves across the Planet so that no one can arrest our thoughts. 
We will create a civilization of the Mind in Cyberspace. May it be more humane and fair than the world your governments have made before. 

Davos, Switzerland 
February 8, 1996 

Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and context do 
not apply to us. They are all based on matter, and there is no matter here.

Our identities may be distributed across many of your jurisdictions.

The only law that all our constituent cultures would generally recognize is the 
Golden Rule.

In the United States, you have today created a law, the Telecommunications 
Reform Act, which repudiates your own Constitution.

You are terrified of your own children, since they are natives in a world where 
you will always be immigrants.

In our world, whatever the human mind may create can be reproduced and 
distributed infinitely at no cost.

Even as we continue to consent to your rule over our bodies. We will spread 
ourselves across the Planet so that no one can arrest our thoughts.

Boris Beaude - STSLab - Université de Lausanne - 2023

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet



Notions (check) 
espace, cyberespace, territoire 
ubiquité, pervasivité, synchôrisation 
virtuel, réalité augmentée, réalité virtuelle, IRL

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Les utopies d’Internet 
2. La gratuité

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet

Boris Beaude - STSLab - Université de Lausanne - 2023



Problématique 
Internet rendrait négligeables les couts de transmission de l’information

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Enjeu 
(re)connaitre les imaginaires relatifs à la gratuité 
et sa relation avec la liberté (free)

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Exemple historique 
Hébergement des sites internet 
• Linux (Linus Torvalds, 1991, open source, logiciel libre) 

• Apache (serveur HTTP, 1995, open source, logiciel libre) 

• PHP (langage, 1994, open source, logiciel libre) 

★ FSF (Free Software Foundation), GNU et Richard Stallman 

• Libre utilisation, libre étude, libre modification, libre duplication

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Exemple historique 
MP3, technique spatiale 
• Moins de place, plus de vitesse 

• Institut Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, 1993 

• Standard pour le son et particulièrement pour la musique 

• Echec de l’Adaptive Transform Acoustic Coding (ATRAC) de Sony 

• Remplacé par l’AAC (partie audio du MPEG 4) 

• OGG et FLAC (sans pertes) comme alternatives

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Exemple 
Creative Commons 
• Lawrence Lessig, Hal Abelson et Eric Eldred en 2001, association à but non lucratif 

• Alternative au copyright , mais aussi au copyleft  (principe du logiciel libre) 

• Quatre principes qui peuvent être combinés : 
• Attribution (BY)  
• Non Commercial (NC)  
• No derivative works (ND)  
• Share alike (SA)  
• Ex. Creative Commons BY-NC-SA    

• Exception de la licence CC0 (Creative Commons Zero)  
• Ex. Le projet Open Goldberg Variations : enregistrement et partition musicale (Variations Goldberg de Johann Sebastian Bach) 
• Ex. Plus de 400000 œuvres numérisées du Metropolitan Museum de New York

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Goldberg_Variations
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search#!?searchField=All&showOnly=openAccess&sortBy=relevance&offset=0&pageSize=0


Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Exemple ambigüe 
La gratuité apparente 
• Google, Google Map, YouTube 

• Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, TikTok… 

• Fortnite 

• …

La gratuité



Notions (check) 
économie d’échelle, cout marginal, effet de réseau 
logiciel libre (free software), free culture, copyleft, creative commons

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Les utopies d’Internet 
3. La liberté d’expression

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Problématique 
Internet permettrait une expression anonyme et individuelle

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Enjeu 
(re)connaitre les imaginaires relatifs à la liberté d’expression 
et à l’anonymat ainsi que les enjeux politiques de la sphère publique.

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Exemple historique 
Usenet 
• Système mondial et distribué de groupes de discussion (Tom Truscott et Jim Ellis, 1980) 

• UNIX User Network, après le courriel (1972) et TCP/IP (1974) et avant le DNS (1983) et le WWW (1989) 

• Absence de serveur central et d’administrateur (différence avec les BBS et des forums) 

• Pas de modérateurs (flooding, spamming, trolling…) 

• En déclin depuis les années 2000, plus disponible sur les FAI 

• Archives partielles disponibles sur Google News 
•  annonce du World Wide Web par Tim Berners-Lee dans news:alt.hypertext 
•  annonce de Linux par Linus Torvalds dans news:comp.os.minix 

• Reddit (2005) et 4chan (2003) héritent de cette culture tout en étant différents

La liberté d’expression

news:alt.hypertext
news:comp.os.minix


Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Exemple historique 
Nétiquette 
• Règle informelle qui organise les conduites sur Internet 

• Officielle dans la RFC 1855 (Sally Hambridge, 1995, pour l’Internet Engineering Task Force) 

• Ne fais pas sur Internet ce que tu ne ferais pas ailleurs 

• Cas particuliers : 
• Sur Usenet, observer quelques semaines le fonctionnement d’un groupe avant de participer 
• Ne pas envoyer de courriel en HTML 
• Ne pas utiliser de majuscules (CELA REVIENT À CRIER) 
• … 

• Les pionniers d’Internet déplorent que la nétiquette ne soit plus respectée

La liberté d’expression



Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet

Exemple historique 
Myspace 
• Réseau social 

• Fondé en 2003, Tom Anderson et Chris DeWolfe 

• Fin 2005, quatrième site le plus consulté au monde 

• Racheté en 2005 par Rupert Murdoch (News Corp) 

• Conflits croissants avec les ayants droits (musique) 

• En 2013, les pages sont effacées sans préavis

Boris Beaude - STSLab - Université de Lausanne - 2023La liberté d’expression



Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet

Exemple historique 
Second Life 
• Univers virtuel en 3D, 2003 

• LindenLab (Philip Rosedale, San Francisco) 

• Importance de l’avatar 

• Succès jusqu’à 2007 
• Harvard, Stanford pour l’éducation 
• IBM pour le recrutement 
• Candidats de l’élection présidentielle de 2007 en France 

• Déclin rapide à partir de 2008 

• Resté longtemps un lieu de contre-culture

Boris Beaude - STSLab - Université de Lausanne - 2023La liberté d’expression



Notions 
avatar, anonymat, pseudonymat 
nétiquette 
newsgroups, pages personnelles, blogs, médias sociaux 
lanceurs d’alerte

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet

Boris Beaude - STSLab - Université de Lausanne - 2023La liberté d’expression



Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Discussion 
George Floyd (« I can’t breath ») 
Smartphones et media sociaux

La liberté d’expression



Les utopies d’Internet 
4. L’intelligence collective

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet

Boris Beaude - STSLab - Université de Lausanne - 2023



Problématique 
Internet permettrait de faire émerger de l’intelligence 
par la simple mobilisation effective des compétences individuelles.

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Enjeu 
(re)connaitre les imaginaires relatifs à l’autorégulation 
et sa transposition aux pratiques sociales et à la société.

Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Boris Beaude - STSLab - Université de Lausanne - 2023

Exemple 
Wikipédia 
• Encyclopédie (Jimmy Wales et Larry Sanger, 2001) 

• Hérité de Nupedia (Jimmy Wales, 2000) 

• Inspiré du logiciel libre 

• Wikimedia Foundation, organisation à but non lucratif 

• Media Wiki (logiciel libre) et oeuvre libre (CC-BY-SA) 

• Premier site d’information et l’un des sites les plus visités au monde 

• Contribution libre, sans a priori 

• Administration libre, selon la légitimité a posteriori

L’intelligence collective



Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Enjeux sociaux et politiques d’Internet
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Exemple 
Kickstarter 
• 2009, Perry Chen, Strickler Yancey et Charles Adler 

• Entreprise privée de financement participatif 

• Fin 2019 : 
• 4.6 milliards de dollars de participation 
• 17.2 millions de participants 
• 469 000 projects financés 
• films, musique, concerts, bandes dessinées, jeux vidéo, objets, technogies, édition 
• 37.45% de financement réussis 

• Plus grand succès : Pebble Watch (20,338,986 $) ➜ Fitbit (2016) ➜ Google (2019) 

• Lieu d’innovation, mais dont l’ouverture reste limitée

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/flipper-devices/flipper-zero-tamagochi-for-hackers
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Howard Rheingold 
Smart Mobs 

2002 - Basic Books

James Surowiecki 
The Wisdom of Crowds 

2004 - Doubleday

Pierre Lévy 
L’intelligence collective 

1994 - La Découverte
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Notions 
légitimité a priori / a posteriori 
stigmergie, auto-régulation 
folksonomies, crowdsourcing, crowdfunding
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Les utopies d’Internet 
5. et 6 : La décentralisation et la résilience
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Problématique 
Internet serait plus résilient en privilégiant la décentralisation 
du dispositif technique.
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Enjeu 1 
(re)connaitre les imaginaires relatifs aux vertus des 
architectures décentralisées et leur transposition aux 
pratiques sociales et à la société.
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Classique
“The Cathedral & The Bazaar”
Eric S. Raymond, 1999.

• L’essai a été présenté au Linux Kongress en mai 1997 

• Oppose deux modèles : 

• La cathédrale : le développement est caché jusqu’à une nouvelle version 
• Le bazar : le développement est ouvert et visible en permanence 

• « Given enough eyeballs, all bugs are shallow » 

• Release early, release often (RERO) 

• Inspiré de Linux (Linus Torvalds) 

• A inspiré Jimmy Wales dans le développement de Wikipédia



Enjeu 2 
(re)connaitre les imaginaires hérités de la cybernétique et 
de l’autorégulation des systèmes et leur transposition 
aux pratiques sociales et politiques.
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Classique
“The human use of human beings” 
Norbert Wiener,1950. 

• Il est question de la place de l’homme dans un monde de machine. 

• Qu’est-ce que la cybernétique ? 

• Théorie de la transmission des messages, en particulier les messages de commande. 

• Les messages entre hommes et machines et entre machines vont se développer 
considérablement. 

• La séparation entre les êtres vivants et les machines est artificielle. 

• Les messages peuvent être complexes (feed-back, informateurs, avertisseurs). 

• Il est essentiel de prendre en compte les feed-back. 

• L’ouvrage conclut sur le danger de l’église et du communisme qui, l’un et l’autre, 
selon l’auteur, s’opposent à la libre circulation des messages pour mieux aliéner 
les êtres humains.
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Paul Baran, On Distributed Communication, 1964, The Rand Corporation
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https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_memoranda/2006/RM3420.pdf


Notions 
client, serveur, décentralisé, distribué, p2p 
désintermédiation, cybernétique, feed-back
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